
Park Bench Ruffle Purse 
The Park Bench Ruffle Purse is not for the shy lady—you will get a lot of attention when 
holding this purse layered with ruffles and dotted with oversized covered buttons. The 
ruffles are gathered on the over-the-shoulder straps. Piece the ruffles with your favorite 
scraps to liven up the look. Inside this roomy purse, you will find a mobile phone pocket 
and a zippered pocket. Go ahead—make your flirty fashion statement with enthusiasm.

Materials

Yardage
1 yard (91.5cm) accent fabric for ruffles

½ yard (45.5cm) exterior or alternate fabric 

for overlay

1⁄3 yard (30.5cm) accent fabric for handles and 

tabs

2⁄3 yard (61cm) fabric for exterior

1¼ yards (1.1m) fabric for lining

1 yard (91.5m) woven fusible interfacing, 20" 

(51cm) wide 

12" × 18" (30.5cm × 45.5cm) piece of Peltex

18" × 40" (45.5cm × 101.5cm) piece of Soft and 

Stable

Hardware
4 O-rings, 1¼" (3.2cm) 

1 set of exterior magnets

3 button forms for covering, 11⁄8" (2.9cm)

Notions
1 zipper, 7" (18cm)

43" (109cm) piping cord, 22⁄32" (1.7cm) 

5 yards (4.6m) ruffle lace, 2" (5cm), if using 

lace instead of pieced ruffle

Patterns
Park Bench Ruffle Purse patterns: Bottom, 

Overlay (on CD)

Fabric Choices
Everything is lightweight about this purse. Quilting cotton 

is preferred. Home décor weight fabric will work for the 

overlay of the purse, but do not reinforce it with woven 

fusible interfacing. Soft and Stable is best for the stability 

of the purse. If you substitute fusible fleece for the Soft 

and Stable, the bag will not be strong enough to stand 

independently.

Skills to Review
Installing a Magnetic Snap Set  

(exterior application) (page 18)

Sewing and Clipping Curves (page 14)

Topstitching (page 14)

Turning Narrow Pieces Right-Side Out (page 15)

Working with Peltex (page 15)

Featured fabric by Lila Tueller of Lila Tueller Designs

Size
16" wide × 11" tall × 6" deep  

(40.5cm × 28cm × 15cm)

Level of Difficulty (intermediate)   
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Tips on Ruffles
This pattern calls for long 4" (10cm) strips. These can 

be from one fabric or pieced from many fabrics (see 

below). You can also use 2" (5cm) trim. The scalloped 

edge of a lace can be used if 2" (5cm) is trimmed off the 

bottom edge. For both 2" (5cm) options, do not fold in 

half lengthwise. The lace or trim will have exposed raw 

edges at the seam allowance where the ends are con-

nected to make long strips. Serge, zigzag stitch or use 

pinking shears to finish or hide raw edges. Adjust strips 

so this seam is hidden in the back of the bag. On short 

ruffles (B) and (C), fold ends twice at ¼" (6mm) with 

wrong sides facing and topstitch at 1⁄8" (3mm) to finish 

the edge. Keep these tips in mind because the instruc-

tions and illustrations are for cotton ruffles.

Tips on Piecing Strips
The pieces in the pieced strips do not have to be even in 

length. The lengths can be 2"–8" (5cm–20.5cm) long, so 

use all of your favorite scraps. Sew pieces with ¼" (6mm) 

seam allowance. Press pieces well before cutting and after 

sewing. You may choose to topstitch the seams to one 

side. This is more of a country look and can be really cute. 

Once something has been ruffled, it’s almost impossible 

to press the fabric well, so take the opportunity to press 

here. After connecting the 70" (178cm) strip into a loop 

and pressing it in half lengthwise, determine which pieced 

sections you want in the front. (The front has the most 

exposed sections of ruffles.) Determine the front and back 

of the pieced strip and sew the gathering stitches accord-

ingly. 

Cutting

Note: Measurements are given as width  
× length. See cutting charts on the CD,  
if desired.

From exterior fabric, cut:
1 aa strip 2½" × 34" (6.5cm × 86.5cm) for Body Strips
5 bb strips 2" × 34" (5cm × 86.5cm) for Body Strips
1 cc strip 5½" × 34" (14cm × 86.5cm) for Body Strips
1 Bottom from pattern
1 Overlay from pattern

From accent fabric, cut:
4 A strips 4" × 70" (10cm × 178cm) for Ruffle Strips*
1 B strip 4" × 22" (10cm × 56cm) for Ruffle Strips*
1 C strip 4" × 13" (10cm × 33cm) for Ruffle Strips*
1 rectangle 3¼" × 16" (8.5cm × 40.5cm) for Tabs
2 rectangles 3" × 45" (7.5cm × 114.5cm) for Handles

From lining fabric, cut:
1 rectangle 33" × 11½" (84cm × 29cm) for Lining
1 rectangle 9" × 6" (23cm × 15cm) for Flat Pocket
1 rectangle 9¼" × 10" (23.5cm × 25.5cm) for Zipper 

Pocket
1 Bottom from pattern
1 Overlay from pattern 

From woven fusible interfacing, cut:
1 rectangle 3¼" × 16" (8.5cm × 40.5cm) for Tabs
1 Bottom from pattern
1 Overlay from pattern

From Peltex, cut:
2 Bottom pieces from pattern

From Soft and Stable, cut:
1 aa strip 2½" × 34" (6.5cm × 86.5cm) for Body Strips
5 bb strips 2" × 34" (5cm × 86.5cm) Body Strips
1 cc strip 5½" × 34" (14cm × 86.5cm) Body Strips
1 Bottom from pattern

*If using 2" (5cm) Ruffle Lace instead of 
Ruffle Strips, cut:
4 A strips 35" (89cm) long
1 B strip 11" (28cm) long
1 C strip 6" (15cm) long
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6 Sew the two short ends of a RUFFLE STRIP A 

together, right sides facing, with a ¼" (6mm) 

seam allowance so you have a continuous loop. Repeat 

for the other three Ruffle Strips A. Fold the loops in 

half horizontally, wrong sides facing, and press the 

fold. (Fig. 2)

7 Fold the short ends of RUFFLES B and C over ¼" 

(6mm), wrong sides facing, and press. Fold the 

Ruffles in half lengthwise, wrong sides facing, and 

press. (Fig. 3)

8 Beginning at the seam for Ruffles A or the edges 

for Ruffles B and C, sew a continuous gathering 

stitch 3⁄8" (1cm) from the raw edge/seam; sew another 

line 5⁄8" (1.5cm) from the raw edge/seam (Figs. 2 and 3).

Tip: There are shortcuts to gathering, but I don’t trust that 

they give the finished look you desire. Just do it the old-

fashioned way.

Preparing Pieces

1 Trim ¼" (6mm) from the perimeter of the Bottom 

Lining and 5⁄8" (1.5cm) off the Bottom Peltex pieces.

2 According to the manufacturer’s instructions, 

fuse woven fusible interfacing to the wrong side 

of the Tabs, Bottom Exterior and Overlay Accent. 

3 Pin Soft and Stable to the wrong side of the related 

Body Strip pieces and Bottom Exterior. Pull fabric 

tight over Soft and Stable. 

4 Center both Peltex pieces to the Bottom Exterior. 

Topstitch around the Peltex at 1⁄8" (3mm). 

Ruffle Body

5 Sew the short ends of all BODY STRIPS together, 

right sides facing, with a ½" (1.3cm) seam allow-

ance, creating loops. Trim the Soft and Stable in the 

seam allowance to 1⁄8" (3mm). Press seams open. 

(Fig. 1)

Figure 1

Figure 2

Figure 3
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9 Align the underside of Ruffle A with right side 

of Body Strip aa. Align the seams, which will 

be the back of the Body. Gently pull the pair of top 

gathering threads of the ruffle strip to evenly arrange 

the ruffles along the circumference of the Body Strip. 

Pin in place. Sandwich Ruffle A between Body Strip 

aa and one Body Strip bb, right sides facing, aligning 

the seams. 

Tip: Body Strip bb will seem tighter than Body Strip aa 

because of Soft and Stable thickness. Ease the pieces to fit 

evenly; when it is turned right-side out, it will fit perfectly. 

Sew twice with a ½" (1.3cm) seam allowance. (Fig. 

4) Remove gathering stitches. Trim Soft and Stable 

in the seam allowance to 1⁄8" (3mm). Turn right-side 

out. From the right side, topstitch the seam allowance 

to Body Strip (bb) at 1⁄8" (3mm). Trim the extra seam 

allowance away from the wrong side.

10 Repeat step 9 for the remaining Ruffles and 

Body Strips in the order illustrated. (Fig. 5) 

Ruffle B will gather in the center front 10" (25.4cm) 

and Ruffle C will gather in the center front 5" (12.7cm). 

For Ruffles B and C, topstitch the ends of the ruffle 

to the Body piece at 1⁄8" (3mm). (Fig. 6) 

Assembling the Body

11 Fold the body in half, bringing the center front 

and back together, right sides facing. Draw an 

angled line as illustrated. Sew along the line. Trim 

the seam allowance to ½" (1.3cm) (see Fig. 7). Trim 

Soft and Stable out of the seam allowance. Repeat 

for the other side. 

Cut 3⁄8" (1cm) clips every ½" (1.3cm) along the lower 

edge of the Bottom Exterior. (Fig. 7) 

Figure 5

Figure 6

Figure 7

Figure 4
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12 Align the center front and back of the Body 

and BOTTOM pieces, right sides facing. Use the 

clips in the fabric to evenly ease around the curves. 

Sew with a ½" (1.3cm) seam allowance, making sure 

not to catch the bottom ruffle in the seam. (Fig. 8) 

Trim Soft and Stable in the seam allowance from both 

pieces to 1⁄8" (3mm). Turn right-side out. Figure 8

Figure 9

Figure 10

Overlay

13 Align the OVERLAY 

EXTERIOR and LINING 

pieces with each other, right 

sides facing. Sew the outer edge 

with a ½" (1.3cm) seam allow-

ance and trim to 1⁄8" (3mm). 

(Fig. 9) Follow the instruction 

in Sewing and Clipping Curves 

on page 14 for sewing and trim-

ming the seam allowance. 

14 Press the seam flat with 

the seam allowance 

toward the Lining. From the 

right side, edge stitch the seam 

allowance to the Lining. Turn 

right-side out. Press flat.

15 Align the raw edge of the Lining Overlay onto 

the right side of the Body piece. Match the 

center backs of both pieces and pin around to the 

front. The side seams of the bag dip a little, so bring 

the Overlay a little above the dip (about ¼" [6mm]) to 

make an even line. The left overlay end will overlap 

the right. The ends are exactly the same distance 

from the side seam (about 2½" [6.5cm]), ensuring a 

centered front opening. Baste with a ½" (6mm) seam 

allowance. (Fig. 10) 

2 1/2”

center

2 1/2”
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Handles

16 Fold both ends of one HANDLE piece back ¼" 

(6mm), wrong sides facing, and press. Fold the 

Handle piece in half lengthwise, right sides facing. 

Sew the long seam with a ¼" (6mm) seam allowance. 

(Fig. 11) Attach a safety pin to one end at the seam. 

Thread the safety pin into the center of the sewn piece 

and guide it through to turn the piece right-side out. 

Tip: To give added strength to the ends of the cording prior 

to threading it into the fabric, I highly recommend sewing 

a 21½" (54.5cm) piece of ½" (1.3cm) seam tape to the ends 

of the cording.

17 Sew one end of a 21½" (54.5cm) length of 

cording at ¼" (6mm) several times for rein-

forcement. Attach a safety pin to the cording just 

past the stitching and guide the cording into the 

Handle piece. (Fig. 12) Gather the extra fullness of 

the Handle piece in the center area of the cording. 

Pull the cording through the first end so the fabric 

extends 1" (2.5cm) beyond the cording. Securely pin 

so it doesn’t come loose. Finish the other end so 

the fabric extends 1" (2.5cm) beyond the cording. 

Remove the safety pin from the cording. Pin this 

end snugly as well. 

18 Flatten the ends of the Handle tube so the 

seam is centered. Thread one end through an 

O-ring and fold 1" (2.5cm) back on itself, seam against 

seam. Flatten the end of the cord. Tuck the corners 

of fabric under to help hide the edges. Topstitch a 

rectangle to secure. (Fig. 13) Repeat with the other 

end of the Handle.

19 Repeat steps 16–18 for the remaining 

Handle. 

Figure 12 Figure 13 Figure 14 Figure 15Figure 11
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Figure 16

Flat Pocket

22 Bring the short ends of the FLAT POCKET 

together, right sides facing. Sew with a ½" 

(1.3cm) seam allowance. Press the seam open. Bring 

the seam around to the center. Sew the top raw edge 

with a ½" (1.3cm) seam allowance. This is the top of 

the pocket. Clip the corners. (Fig. 17) Turn right-side 

out. Topstitch the top edge at ¼" (6mm). Tuck the 

raw edges under ½" (1.3cm), wrong sides facing, and 

pin closed. (Fig. 18) 
Figure 17 Figure 18

Tabs

20 Press and fold the TABS, wrong sides facing, 

as illustrated. The finished width is 1¼" 

(3.2cm). Topstitch both sides at 1⁄8" (3mm). (Fig. 14)

21 Cut the Tab strip into four pieces of 4" (10cm) 

each. Slip the raw edge of one Tab through an 

O-ring on the handle and fold the Tab in half. (Fig. 

15) Place the Tab 2½" (6.5cm) from the Body center. 

Extend the raw edge of the Tab ½" (1.3cm) above 

the Body raw edge. (Fig. 16) Repeat for all Tabs and 

O-rings. Baste each Tab in place at ½" (6mm). Turn 

the Body wrong-side out.

Tip: The front of the Handle, or non-seam side of the 

Handle, faces away from the purse interior. One Handle 

attaches to the front of the purse, and the other Handle 

attaches to the back of the purse.

2 1/2”

1/2”

29



23 Position the Pocket back side 2¾" (7cm) down 

from the top raw edge of the right side of the 

BODY LINING piece and 6½" (16.5cm) in from the right 

edge. Topstitch the sides and bottom of the Pocket 

at ¼" (6mm). (Fig. 19)

Zipper Pocket

24 Place the ZIPPER POCKET piece on top of 

the left side of the Body Lining piece, as 

illustrated, right sides facing, with the short end of 

the pocket up. Draw a 7¼" (18.5cm) long × ½" (1.3cm) 

high rectangle as illustrated (Fig. 19). Topstitch the 

rectangle. Cut down the center of the rectangle and 

out to all four corners at each end, being careful 

not to clip through stitching. (Fig. 19) Insert Pocket 

piece through slit to wrong side of Lining and press 

around opening, creating a finished window slot. 

Press the opening flat.

25 Center the zipper on the inside of the Pocket 

through the opening with the zipper facing 

out. From the right side, topstitch around the rect-

angle at 1⁄8" (3mm) and again at ¼" (6mm), making 

sure to secure the zipper in place. (Fig. 20) 

26 Fold the Pocket fabric in half, right sides 

facing. Folding the Body Lining piece out of 

the way, sew the three raw edges of the Pocket with 

a ¼" (6mm) seam allowance. (Fig. 21)
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Figure 20

Figure 21

Figure 19

6 1/2”

2 3/4”

1 3/4”

4”

1”

1”

9 1/4”

1/2”

continue around, 
folding  body piece 

out of the way
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Assembling the Lining

27 Fold the Lining in half, bringing the short sides 

together, right sides facing. Draw lines as 

illustrated. Sew along the lines as illustrated, leaving 

part of the left-hand seam open for turning. Trim the 

seam allowance to ½" (1.3cm). (Fig. 22)

28 Cut 3⁄8" (1cm) clips every ½" (1.3cm) along 

the lower edge of the Bottom Lining. Align 

the center front and back of the Body and Bottom 

pieces, right sides facing. Use the clips in the fabric 

to evenly ease around the curves.

29 Sew with a ½" (1.3cm) seam allowance. Turn 

right-side out.

Finishing the Body

30 With the Exterior wrong-side out, tuck the 

Overlay, Tabs and Handles inside. Set the 

Lining inside the Exterior, right sides facing. The 

Lining side that has the zipper pocket will be facing 

the back of the Exterior. The overhanging raw edges 

of the Tabs will extend above the Body raw edges. 

Figure 22

10”
10”

2”2 1/2”

31 Align the center front and back of both pieces. 

Pin the top raw edges. Slightly ease to fit. Sew 

the perimeter with a ½" (1.3cm) seam allowance. 

Backstitch over the Tab areas several times for added 

reinforcement.

32 Trim the Soft and Stable out of the seam 

allowance. Turn right-side out through the 

Lining opening. 

33 Working from the Lining side, pull the Tabs, 

Handles and Overlay out of the way, and top-

stitch the top edge of the purse at 3⁄8" (1cm) through 

the Exterior and Lining layers, but not the Overlay. 

Tip: Use a strong needle because you are sewing though 

many layers. Take your time because this stitching is visible 

in the finished purse when it is opened.

Magnetic Snap

34 Under the Overlay, install the magnetic 

snaps, centered front and back and ¾" (2cm) 

down from top edge. Use the opening in the lining 

to insert a 1" (2.5cm) square piece of Peltex between 

the Lining and the Soft and Stable layers to reinforce 

the magnets.

Tip: The slits and prongs will go through the Exterior, Soft 

and Stable, and Lining, but not the Overlay. The prongs will 

be hidden by the Overlay. See page 18 for more on installing 

magnetic snaps.

35 Topstitch the opening in the Lining closed.
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Buttons

36 Cover three buttons according to the manu-

facturer’s instructions. Sew by hand in the 

locations illustrated. (Fig. 23) Sew through only one 

layer of the Overlay.  

Figure 23
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